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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898. 


Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Health  Report  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District  Council,  according  to  instructions  received  from 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  area  of  the  Whitworth  Urban  District  Council 
is  6,200  acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  is  10,150. 

BIRTHS 

During  the  year  there  were  245  births  registered,  viz. 
males  127,  females  118  ;  giving  a  birth  rate  of  24*2  per 
1000. 

The  births  for  the  previous  year  beiug,  males  127, 
(the  same  as  this  year,)  females  103,  total  230. 
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The  rate  for 

the  precedin 

g  years  being  : — 

1884 . 

....26-3 

1891 . 

. 25'2 

1885 . 

....26-3 

1892 . 

. 230 

1886 . 

....28-2 

1893 . 

. 24-1 

1887 . 

...224 

1894 . 

. 233 

1888 . 

....20-6 

1895 . 

. 20-4 

1889 . 

....23-0 

1896 . 

. 215 

1890 . 

....21-0 

1897 . 

. 22-7 

1898 . 

. 24-2 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  by  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  is  74;  forthe^eai  1897  it  was  51. 

DEATHS. 

f 

During  the  year  there  were  171  deaths  registered,  viz. 
males  83,  females  88  ;  giving  a  death  rate  of  1 6*9  per  1000. 

The  rate  for  preceding  years  being  as  under : — 


1884 . 

. 14-6 

1891 . 

. 267 

1885 . 

. 16-5 

1892 . 

. 167 

1886 . 

. 17-8 

1893 . 

. 18-1 

1887 . 

. 165 

1894 . 

. 14-3 

1888 . 

. 17-6 

1895 . 

. 18-4 

1889 . 

. 13-8 

1896 . 

. 18-0 

1890 . 

. 16-0 

1897 . 

. 167 

1898 . 

. 16-9 

The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  during  the 
quarters  : — 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

First  quarter  . . . 

...43.. 

....42.. 

....57.. 

....46.. 

....42.. 

....55 

Second  quarter 

...39.. 

....33.. 

....54... 

...45.. 

....40.. 

....54 

Third  quarter... 

...45... 

....28.. 

....31.. 

....39.. 

...43... 

...20 

Fourth  quarter 

...50.. 

....37.. 

....52.. 

....54.. 

....42 

177 

140 

186 

182 

179 

171 
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The  following  table  gives  the  age  at  which  death 
occurred  : — 


Under  1  year . 

One  and  under  5  years  . 

Five  years  and  under  15  years... 

Fifteen  and  under  25  years . 

Twenty-five  and  under  65  years 
Sixty-five  and  upwards . 


30} 

13) 

12  S 

13  C 

71  \ 
31 ) 


43 

128 


171  171 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


We  have  had  30  deaths  under  1  year  ;  18  less  than 
the  preceding  year. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  under  1  year  to  1000  births 
is  122  4  ;  last  year  it  was  equal  to  208'6  per  1000  births. 

There  is  also  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  under  5  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  under 
1  year  for  previous  years  : — 


1886 . 

. 42 

1892 . 

. 34 

1887 . 

. 39 

1893 . 

. 42 

1888 . 

. 46 

1894 . 

. 29 

1889 . 

. 51 

1895 . 

. 37 

1890 . 

. 37 

1896 . 

. 39 

1891 . 

. 59 

1897 . 

. 48 

1898 . 

. 30 

CAUSES  OF  MORTALITY. 

Scarlatina  2  ;  Diphtheria  1 ;  Whooping  Cough  1  ; 
Enteric  5  ;  Diarrhoea  L  ;  Puerperal  Fever  2  ;  Phthisis  19  ; 
Broncho- Pneumonia  35  ;  Heart  Disease  14  ;  Injuries  1  ; 
Unclassified  90 — 171. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE. 


The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  one  that  varies  very  much 
at  different  periods,  and  taken  as  an  expression  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  a  district  may  be  both  misleading  and 
unreliable.  The  rate  for  the  past  year  being  IT  per  1000. 
This  bears  favourable  comparison  with  previous  years,  the 


3eing  as 

under : — 

1882 . 

. 35 

1890 . 

. 0-6 

1883 . 

. 1-6 

1891 . 

. 307 

1884 . 

. 28 

1892 . 

. 1*2 

1885 . 

. 1-4 

1893 . 

. 1-8 

1886 . 

. 2-05 

1894 . 

. 051 

1887 . 

. 301 

1895 . 

. 1-4 

1888 . 

. 1-2 

1896 . 

. 2-2 

1889 . 

. 1-8 

1897 . 

. 1-58 

1898 . 

. 1-1 

SMALL-POX. 


This  disease  fortunately  has  not  visited  us  during  the 
year. 


MEASLES. 


As  previously  reported  this  disease  ceased  to  be 
notifiable  after  April  30th,  1893,  and  as  far  as  1  know  the 
district  has  been  entirely  free  from  its  periodical  influence 
in  swelling  the  infantile  mortality 

SCARLATINA. 


Twenty-four  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year, 
and  two  deaths  registered —both  in  Facit  Ward— in  April. 
During  the  preceding  year  54  cases  had  been  notified  and 
4  deaths  registered.  As  this  disease  seems  to  be  always 
with  us,  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  its  progress  and 
development  during  the  past  year. 

On  the  1st  of  September.  1897,  a  case  was  notified 
at  Healey  Stones. 


From  this  date  up  to  March  31st,  1898,  we  were 
entirely  free  from  this  disease,  although  we  had  received 
notification  on  the  24th  of  March,  of  a  case  of  Diphtheria, 
which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  a  case  of  well  marked 
Scarlatina,  at  Millgate.  We  could  trace  no  connection 
whatever  as  to  the  source  of  infection  in  these  two  cases, 
in  fact  it  must  have  been  imported  from  areas  outside  our 
own  district.  From  this  date  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
isolated  cases  were  reported  at  varying  intervals,  and  at  no 
time  could  we  positively  say  that  the  usual  factors  in  the 
propagation  of  this  disease  were  responsible  for  its  con¬ 
tinued  presence.  One  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the 
diffusion  of  infectious  diseases  is  admittedly  the  one  of 
“  school  influence  ”  “  There  is,  however,  one  side  from 

which  this  question  of  school  influence  maybe  approached, 
and  that  is,  by  a  consideration  of  the  operations  of  each 
separate  school  in  a  given  district.  It  is  perfectly  obvious 
that  all  schools  are  not  always  operating  in  the  diffusion  of 
infectious  disease,  and  it  is  probable  that  at  times  no 
school  in  a  given  locality  may  be  thus  operating.  If  we 
are  to  detect  the  earliest  indications  of  any  given  school 
being  a  factor  for  harm,  we  must  make  ourselves  acquainted 
with  all  the  conditions  and  arrangements  which  obtain  at 
such  school.  But  however  intimate  our  knowledge  may 
be  of  the  working  of  each  school,  the  machinery  will 
assuredly  break  down  unless  one  essential  factor  be 
present,  and  that  is  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  the  School  Authority.  If  there  be  friction 
in  this  particular,  and  personal  questions  are  allowed  to 
weigh  unduly,  all  our  efforts  are  likely  to  be  frustrated.” 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

One  death  has  been  registered  from  this  disease,  and 
although  not  notifiable  I  have  had  no  reason  to  suspect  its 
presence  in  the  district  during  the  past  year. 

CROUP  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 

Two  cases  of  Croup,  and  two  of  Diphtheria  have  been 
notified  :  one  case  of  Diphtheria  ending  fatally. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Twelve  eases  have  been  notified,  resulting  in  four 
deaths :  one  death  in  Facit  Ward,  in  March  ;  one  in  Facit 
Ward,  in  May  ;  one  in  Healey,  in  September ;  and  one  in  „ 
Facit,  in  December.  In  all  the  cases  it  was  exceedingly 
difficult  to  trace  the  cause  with  anything  like  certainty. 
We  had  no  reason  to  suspect  polluted  water  or  milk  as 
the  cause,  in  any  case  In  some,  defective  drainage  was 
the  most  probable. 


DIARRHOEA. 

One  death  was  registered  from  Diarrhoea  in  Shavvforth 
Ward,  in  July. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Thirty-three  cases  have  been  notified,  an  increase  of 
21  cases  for  the  year,  but  no  death  has  been  registered. 

I  desire  to  express  in  the  Annual  Report,  as  I  have 
frequently  done  at  our  monthly  meetings,  the  opinion  that 
the  notification  of  Erysipelas  is  of  doubtful  utility  in  the 
interest  of  the  public  health,  as  many  of  the  cases  are  of  a 
mild  character. 


PHTHISIS. 

There  is  an  increase  of  9  cases  for  the  year;  10  deaths 
being  registered  for  the  year  ls97.  Whitworth  and  Facit 
Wards  comparing  unfavourably  for  the  year. 


1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898 

Healey .  24122132 

Whitworth  10  8366118 

Facit  .  6  5  4  4  5  3  3  7 

Shawforth  22211232 


20  19  10  13  14  7  10  19 
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As  it  is  now  the  opinion  of  the  profession  that  this 
disease  is  communicable  like  other  infectious  diseases  “  It 
is  imperative  that  all  Sanitary  Authorities  should  put  in 
force  the  manifold  powers  which  they  now  possess  for 
improving  the  public  health,  and  especially  in  the  direction 
of  providing  better  ventilation,  accommodation,  and  access 
of  light,  in  all  dwellings,  workshops,  etc.” 

There  is,  unfortunately,  evidence  in  our  own  district 
of  an  almost  utter  disregard  of  one  of  these  necessities, 
viz.:  adequate  sleeping  accommodation.  In  fact  one  might 
say  that  over-crowding  is  the  most  active  agent  in  the 
propagation  of  this,  and  other  infectious  diseases. 

The  remedy  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  Sanitary  Authority 
and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  exercise  its  powers  in 
this  direction,  as  it  does  in  regulating  other  structural 
details  with  regard  to  yards,  privies,  etc.,  etc. 

PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS. 

Thirty-five  deaths  have  been  registered,  a  decrease  of 
10  on  the  previous  year.  The  following  table  gives  the 
number  of  deaths  since  1887. 


1887 . 

. 45 

1893 . 

. 13 

1888 . 

. 43 

1894 . 

. 35 

1889 . 

. 44 

1895 . 

. 45 

1890 . 

. 40 

1896 . 

. 37 

1891 . 

. 95 

1897 . 

. 45 

1892 . 

. 40 

1898 . 

. 35 

HEART 

DISEASE. 

Caused  14  deaths;  an  increase  of  one  on  the  preceding 
year.  For  preceding  years  as  under: — 


1887  .  6 

1888  . 14 

1889  . 11 

]  890 . 12 

1811 .  8 

1892 .  8 


1893  .  7 

1894  .  5 

1895  . 11 

1896  .  7 

1897  . 13 

1898  . 14 


SYSTEMATIC  INSPECTION. 


I  have  made  the  usual,  general,  and  special  inspection 
of  the  district  with  regard  to  sanitary  matters  requiring 
attention,  and  have  personally  visited,  with  few  exceptions, 
all  the  houses  where  infectious  cases  were  reported  to  exist. 
I  have  also  received  a  letter  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories,  Mr.  Wright,  calling  the  attention  of  our 
authority  to  the  insufficient  privy  accommodation  in  some 
of  our  factories.  A  meeting  was  arrauged  and  the  mills 
visited  by  H.M.  Inspector,  self,  and  Surveyor.  Several 
structural  alterations  were  suggested  at  the  meeting  and 
the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Surveyor,  Mr. 
Eodley,  to  attend  to. 


Report  of  the  Nuisance  Inspector  for  the  Year 
ending  December  31st,  1898. 

j 


Area  of  the  district,  6,200  acres. 

Population  in  1891,  9,766. 

Seventeen  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year, 
and  the  principal  work  has  been  the  connecting  the  house 
drains  to  the  new  Sewerage  system.  Over  300  houses 
have  been  connected 

The  work  of  disposing  of  the  excreta  is  still  very  un¬ 
satisfactory,  as  we  have  not  vet  been  able  to  carry  out  the 
water  carriage  system.  The  Duckett’s  closets  which  were 
fixed  last  year  are  working  satisfactorily. 

There  have  been  few  complaints  during  the  year,  and 
in  no  case  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  The  slaughter  houses  have  been  duly  inspected, 
and  they  are  kept  fairly  clean  and  in  good  order. 


Frederick  Rodley,  Surveyor. 
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REMOVAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL. 


Is  still  on  the  Pail  system.  I  have  not  received  notice 
of  any  complaint. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  use  the  temporary 
hospital  for  any  infectious  cases  during  the  year. 


CCW  SHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 


The  Cow  sheds  and  Dairies  have  been  periodically 
inspected,  and  we  have  found  farm  buildings,  etc.,  as  a 
rule,  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

During  the  year  1  am  glad  to  say  that  in  no  case  have 
we  been  able  to  trace  milk  as  a  suspicious  or  probable 
cause  of  infective  disease. 

Two  cases  of  Anthrax  were  reported  during  the  year, 
one  in  October  at  the  farm  occupied  by  Joseph  Stansfield, 
Higher  Bagden,  the  other  Jas.  S.  Smith’s  farm,  Hoggshead. 

In  both  cases  the  animals  were  slaughtered,  burned, 
and  the  ashes  buried. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Have  also  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  ;  all 
being  supplied  with  abundance  of  water. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Is  chiefly  from  private  wells.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  our  water  supply  with  regard  to  its  influence  in  the 
causation  of  infectious  disease  as  reported  about  the  milk. 


ANALYSIS. 


It  has 
during  the 


not  been  necessary  to  undertake  any  analysis 
year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


ALEXANDER  WELSH,  .  M  D. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1898, 

—IN  THE— 

WHITWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Classified  according  to  DISEASES,  AGES,  and  LOCALITIES. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Statistics, 
public  institutions  being  shown 
ns  separate  localities. 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes, 

DISTINGUISHING  DEATHS  OF 

Children  under  Five  Years  of 

Age. 

At  aH 

ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up¬ 

wards. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

I  8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

!  19 

1  20 

ll  21 

22 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus. 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

.  w 

Continued  3 

to 

m 

•  ... 

Relapsing 

Puerperal 

o3 

u 

© 

r-H 

o 

O 

Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

and 

Dysentery. 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Phthisis. 

•>  s  > 

00  S  X 

•  **  •  t-+ 

a  u 
V  o  p 

©  a  ® 

i  a  p  z, 

■  p  © 

Jp  a 

| 

-  »  1 

Heart 

Disease. 

* 

• 

00 

0> 

v 

— * 

•e—> 

z 

M 

Ij  f->  . 

©  38 
i-P  © 

00 

O  $ 

1  — 1  00 
rH  •  H 

<  — 

Total 

i 

Under  5 

— 

— 

9 

9 

HEALEY  . 

33 

8 

1 

2 

1 

12 

9 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

6 

4 

I 

10 

24 

Under  5 

i 

7 

12 

19 

WHITWORTH  .. . 

65 

12 

7 

4 

3 

29 

18 

••••••••• 

,  . . 

5  upwds. 

1 

1 

1 

8 

lo'" 

7 

18 

46 

Under  5 

2 

1 

■ 

3 

4 

10 

FACIT  . 

45 

5 

5 

3 

6 

20 

6 

5  upwds. 

3 

i 

5 

1 

19 

25 

Under  5 

5 

5 

SHAWFORTH . . . 

28 

5 

3 

3 

10 

7 

. 

-  - . 

•  •••••  «  •  • 

. 

-  « -  .  .  . 

• . . . 

«  •<  1  1  •  «  «4 

. 

•  -o  .  .  .. 

•  *-•  •  «.«  .  ... 

. .  .  .. 

.«•«  l4« 

. 

. 

•  •  •  •  +•+  •  •  •  J 

5  upwds. 

1 

■ 

2 

4 

3 

13 

23 

Under  5 

2 

1 

1 

t 

10 

30 

43 

Totals . 

171 

30 

13 

12 

8 

71 

32 

. 

-••••••••• 

. 

•  -•■••-•-•••a 

. . 

. . 

. 

•  ••  •••••• 

••••••••• 

•  •••••••• 

•  •  •  • 

. 1 

5  upwds. 

1 

4 

1 

' 

2 

1 

1 

19 

20 

14 

1  |l 
| 

60 

128 

*  The  heading  of  column  19  is  left  blank  for  the  insertion  of  Influenza,  or  any  other  disease  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  record. 
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